
PLSC420: Environmental Politics 

T-TH 2-3:50pm (plus arranged time) Professor: Ken Cousins 

CF 231 ken.cousins@wwu.edu 

Office hrs: T-TH 12-1:50pm, or by appointment 409 Arntzen 
  

This course provides a comprehensive overview of the politics and policies of the environment 
and natural resources, emphasizing US national policies (domestic and foreign), as well as 
those of Washington State. We will also identify the interests and ideas of key stakeholders for 
the issues such as pollution, energy, water resources, air quality, biodiversity, climate, and 
population, in an effort to understand the broad range of public opinion towards both problems 
and solutions. By semester's end, we will be familiar with a broad range of values, policies, and 
institutions by which humans relate to the physical world, the conceptual tools essential to a 
thorough policy analysis, and a deeper understanding of the complex politics of environmental 
and natural resource policy. 

READINGS 

Switzer, J. V. (2004). Environmental politics: domestic and global dimensions. Belmont, CA, 
Wadsworth. (4th edition). The 5th edition is acceptable, although page numbers will vary 
somewhat. See me if you are unable to find the early (cheaper) edition. 

Supplementary readings will be electronically available on the course Blackboard page 
(http://courses.wwu.edu) whenever possible. 

You may also want to acquire a copy of Chasan’s The Water Link: A History of Puget Sound as 
a Resource. The book is not required, though I have assigned several sections (available as 
digital scans). While it is no longer in print, you should be able to find inexpensive copies on the 
Internet. I also have an extra copy in my office that I will loan for brief (1-2 hour) periods. 

This is a content-rich, upper-level course. Plan on 75-100 pages of required reading each 
week, including sections in the Switzer book and supplementary readings. I have also 
suggested many optional readings (as indicated) that address these issues in greater depth, or 
from alternative perspectives. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS, GRADING 

Your grade in this course will be based on three things: semester research projects, class 
participation, and midterm and final exams. 

Semester Research Project (40 pts total) To develop a more sophisticated understanding of 
local or regional policy issues, you will research one environmental or natural resource issue in 
greater depth. The project is to be completed in four phases: 

Issue timelines (5 pts) Create a timeline of the human history of the issue, highlighting 
significant changes within the relevant environmental and social systems. 

Stakeholder profiles (5 pts) Identify and describe contemporary stakeholders and their 
political, economic or cultural interests and resources. 

Policy summary (10 pts) Summarize relevant historical and contemporary public 
policies. 

Final report (20 pts) Synthesize your understanding of the social, economic, and 
environmental dynamics of the issue in a 10-page (2,500 word) essay. 



Class participation (10 pts total) You must come to each class prepared to discuss the 
assigned material. Your participation will be graded along the following general scale: 

10 pts = highly effective participant; insightful questions/comments; always prepared 

7 pts = consistent participant; thoughtful questions/comments; usually prepared 

5 pts = occasional participant; regularly attends class, sporadic involvement in 
discussion, often based more on personal opinion than knowledge or analysis of 
the material 

3 pts = observer; regularly attends class but not involved in discussion 

0 pts = occasional visitor; sporadic attendance, no participation 

If you find class participation difficult or face particular obstacles, please see me during office 
hours early in the quarter. I will gladly work with you to make your participation less stressful 
and more effective, but I can only do this if we talk about your concerns and develop a joint 
strategy to respond to them. 

Both mid-term and final exams will be open book, open notes, and will include both 
identification and essay sections. Questions will be based on both readings and lecture 
materials; to do well, you must do the reading and take careful class notes. 

Extra-credit (10 pts) You have the possibility of earning 10 extra points (a full grade point) by 
writing a 2-page (400-500 words) self-evaluation. This is not required - you cannot “lose” points 
– it is merely a chance to earn extra credit. The purpose of a self evaluation is to better 
understand what you have gained – and what you could still work on – by seriously and 
honestly considering your progress through a course. Realize that while this is much more 
difficult than it sounds, it can be immensely rewarding. 

   

Research project  Due 

Issue timelines 5 Apr 17 

Stakeholder profiles 5 May 8 

Policy summary 10 May 20 

Final paper 20 Jun 13 

Class participation 10  

Mid-term exam 25 May 1 

Final exam 25 Jun 12 

Total: 100 pts  

Extra-credit +10  

   



 SCHEDULED TOPICS READINGS PROJECTS DUE 

4-1 A History of Humans in the Environment  

� Vaughn (11-32) 

� Cousins 2004 Environmental Policy Eras 

� Cousins 2007 WA State Environmental History 

Optional: 

� Merchant 2003 Shades of Darkness 

 

4-3 Conceptual Frameworks 

� Cole 2002 Pollution and property 

� Ehrlich 2008 Key issues for attention from ecological economists 

Optional: 

� Williams etal 2004 Market-Based Environmental Policies 

 

4-8 Policymaking Processes, Models 

� Vaughn (67-99) 

� Downs 1972 Up and Down With Ecology 

� Chertow etal 1997 Environmental Policy: the Next Generation 

Optional: 

� Esty 2004 Environmental Protection in the Information Age (155-74) 

 

4-10 Actors in Environmental Politics 

� Vaughn (37-62) 

� Hertsgaard 2006 Brave New Enviros 

� Cohen 2006 Death of environmentalism 

Optional: 

� Shellenberger etal 2004 Death of Environmentalism 

 

4-15 Conservation, Preservation 

� Vaughn (105-33) 

� Morton Turner 2002 From Woodcraft to ‘Leave no Trace’ 

� Dowie 2005 Conservation Refugees: when protecting nature means kicking people out 

 

4-17 Forests and Forestry 

� Hellstrom etal 2001 Environmental Forest Conflicts in the United States (19-62) 

� Flora 2002 Testimony on behalf of PEER 

Optional: 

� Chasan (1-10, 15-22, 58, 117-21) 

Timelines 

4-22 Energy: Hydrocarbons 

� Vaughn (169-77, 180-91) 

� Campbell 2002 Petroleum and people 

� Semple Jr 2006 The End of Oil 

 

4-24 Energy: Nuclear 

� Vaughn (154-58, 178-80, 188-91) 

� Cornwall 2005 Hanford downwinders get their day in court 

� ACHRE 1994 Green Run Case Study (skim) 

 

4-29 Energy: Renewables 

� Cook et. al.,  2005 Renewable-Energy Technologies 

� Perkins 2006 Ethanol Evangelism 

� Runge etal 2007 How Biofuels Could Starve the Poor  

 

5-1 MID-TERM EXAM   

5-6 Water: Irrigation and Scarcity 

� Vaughn (195-203) 

� Harden 1996 A River Lost: the Life and Death of the Columbia (117-45) 

� Gerianos 2008 West looking again at building new dams 

 



 SCHEDULED TOPICS READINGS PROJECTS DUE 

5-8 Water: Salmon 

� Harden 1996 The River Game 

� Chasan 1981 The Tribes Got Half the Fish 

� RAND 2002 Wild Salmon and Clean Energy 

� Lohan 2007 Is this the beginning of the end for damming America’s big rivers? 

Stakeholder profiles 

5-13 Pollution: Locally Unwanted Land Uses (LULUs) 

� Vaughn (139-54, 158-64) 

� Gelobter etal 2005 Soul of Environmentalism 

� Summers 1991 GEP 

� ScienceDaily 2007 Study verifies more hazardous waste 

 

5-15 Water Quality: Watershed Protection 

� Vaughn (203-21) 

� PSP 2007 State of Puget Sound  

� NEW 2000 State of the Northwest 

� Dodge 2007 Puget Sound Struggles Against Tide of Toxins 

� Dodge 2007 Ways to change 

 

5-20 Air Quality: Transboundary Problems 
� Vaughn (225-50) 

� Ellerman etal 2003 Emissions Trading in the United States (i-viii, 1-8, skim rest) 
Policy summaries 

5-22 Climate, Ozone 

� Vaughn (283-98) 

� Stiffler etal 2003 Warmer, wetter Northwest 

� Yandle 1999 Bootleggers and Baptists in retrospect 

� Luntz 2001 Cleaner, safer, healthier America 

� Griscom Little 2007 And now, a word from our detractor 

 

TBS RESEARCH / DISCUSSION � Hayes etal 2006 A Scientist’s Guide to Talking with the Media (51-70)  

5-27 Endangered Species, Biodiversity 
� Vaughn (255-79, 331-34) 

� Additional readings, TBA 
 

5-29 Population: Ecological Security 

� Vaughn (309-27) 

� Pirages 1997 Demographic Change and Ecological Security 

Optional: 

� York etal 2002 Bridging Environmental Science with Environmental Policy 

 

6-3 Consumption and Markets 

� Hawken etal 1999 Natural Capitalism – Making Markets Work 

� Conca 2001 Consumption and Environment in a Global Economy 

Optional: 

� Bartley 2003 Certifying Forests and Factories 

 

6-5 Sustainability 

� NEW 2004 Cascadia Scorecard (1-13, skim rest) 

� Lélé 2006 Thinking about ecological sustainability 

Optional: 

� NEW 2001 This Place on Earth 2001: Guide to a Sustainable Northwest 

 

6-12 FINAL EXAM due by 3:00pm   

6-13   Final Essay 

 


