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GVPT 273: Environmental Politics 

1st Summer Session, June 5-July 12 
Mondays and Wednesday s 6:00-9:20pm 

MCB 1207 

Ken Cousins, Instructor 
kcousins@gvpt.umd.edu 

3114P Tydings 

Office hours TBA 

This intensive six-week course provides a comprehensive overview of the institutions and policy 
approaches associated with the environment, emphasizing American public policy, both 
domestic and foreign. We will also identify the interests and ideas of key stakeholders for the 
issues such as industrial pollution, energy, water resources, air quality, biodiversity, climate, and 
population, in an effort to understand the broad range of public opinion towards both problems 
and solutions. By semester's end, students will be familiar with a broad range of values, policies, 
and institutions by which humans relate to the physical world, the conceptual tools essential to a 
thorough policy analysis, and a deeper understanding of the complex politics of environmental 
and natural resource policy. 

Class time will be balanced between lecture and discussion of the class readings. Grades will be 
based on regular quizzes, homework, class participation, and a final exam. This will be a very 
hands-on course, with each class member acting as researcher, subject, and presenter. 

Required text: 

Switzer, J. V. (2004). Environmental politics: domestic and global dimensions. Belmont, CA, 
Wadsworth. (4th edition) 

I will also periodically require additional short readings, which I will make available 
electronically when possible. 

Grading: 

At the beginning of each class (except June 5th and 21st, and July 12th) there will be a two-minute 
open-book quiz based on the required reading (9 quizzes total). Each quiz will be worth 2 points. 
Since quizzes only count for 15 points overall, this mean you can miss up to 3 points without 
harming your final grade.  

Following each session’s lecture, we will take a 15 minute break, then resume with a seminar-
style discussion of that session’s themes. I will prepare materials to facilitate discussion, but your 
participation grade will be based on your preparation (e.g., finding relevant current events in 
public media coverage) and your engagement in discussion.  

Both the mid-term and final exam will be open book, and will include both identification and 
essay sections. However – questions will be based on both readings and lecture materials. In 
order to perform well on the exams, you must do the reading and take careful notes during 
lecture. 

I will also give you the opportunity to earn 10 extra points by writing a 4-page (1,200 words) 
policy summary of one environmental issue of your choice. This option will be discussed in 
detail during our second meeting, on June 7th. 
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Quizzes (open book) 15 
Class participation 10 
Mid-term exam 35 
Final exam 40 

Total: 100 points 
Extra-credit 10 

  
 

WK DATE TOPICS READING 
1A June 5 A history of humans and the 

environment; environment as a public 
good 

Switzer p 11-62 

   

1B June 7 Policymaking processes and actors in 
environmental politics 

Switzer p 67-99 

   

2A June 12 Conservation, preservation: protecting 
natural resources 

Switzer p 105-133, 339-
340 

   

2B June 14 Pollution: industry, waste, and LULUs Switzer p 139-164 
   

3A June 19 Energy: resources, efficiency, and safety Switzer p 169-191 
   

3B June 21 Midterm exam  
   

4A June 26 Water: ensuring quality, facing 
scarcities 

Switzer p 195-221, 337-
338 

   

4B June 28 Air: urban and transboundary problems Switzer p 225-250 
   

5A To be 
rescheduled 

Climate and biodiversity: public goods 
and common property 

Switzer p 255-279, 283-
304 

   

5B July 5 Population: trends and projections Switzer p 309-327 
   

6A July 10 Affluence: consumption, development 
and sustainability 

Parallel Universe Problem; 
Limits to Growth 

   

6B July 12 Final exam  
 


